Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 


Message Text 


CONFIDENTIAL 
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70 

ACTION 10-13 

INFO OCT-01 ARA-06 NEA-10 ISO-OO CIAE-00 DODE-OO PM-04 

H-02 INR-07 L-03 NSAE-00 NSC-05 PA-01 PRS-01 SP-02 

SS-15 USIA-06 AF-08 EA-07 EUR-12 SAB-01 INT-05 OIC-02 

AID-05 TRSE-00 DHA-02 /118W 

041530 

R 182020Z AUG 76 

FM AMEMBASSY PANAMA 

TO SECSTATE WASHDC 8821 

INFO AMEMBASSY COLOMBO 

USUN NEW YORK 0560 

PANCANAL 

USCINCSO 

CONFIDENTIAL PANAMA 5758 

EO 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PFOR, PN 

SUBJECT: TORRIJOS’ SPEECH NAM SUMMIT 
A. PANAMA 5454, B. COLOMBO 3069 

1 . REF. B GIVES THE TEXT OF TORRIJOS' SPEECH TO THE NON- 
ALIGNED SUMMIT. THE PANAMANIAN PRESS HAS COVERED TORRIJOS' 
ADDRESS WITH PALMS AND HOSANNAS. 

2. FOR THE EMBASSY. THERE IS LITTLE SURPRISE IN WHAT TORRIJOS 
SAID, SOME RELIEF IN WHAT HE DIDN'T. THE IMMODERATE OPTION 
DISCUSSED REF A WAS NOT TAKEN. NO NEGOTIATING DETAILS WERE 
EXPOSED; EVEN THE STANDARD CALL FOR THE NEW TREATY'S END 
IN THE YEAR 2000 WAS OMITTED. TORRIJOS DID TAKE SOME 
POINTED SWIPES AT THE U.S. PRESENCE IN PANAMA, BUT THAT IS 
PAR AND INDEED BASIC TO HIS CALLFOR NON-ALIGNED SUPPORT. 

HE REITERATED THE GOP DETERMINATION TO CARRY THE CANAL ISSUE 
TO THE UNGA, BUT DID NOT SPECIFY THAT IT WOULD BE THIS FALL. 

HIS RHETORIC BURNS A LITTLE BUT LEAVES NO SCAR. 
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(INCIDENTALLY, THE ACCOUNT OF HIS 1972 MEETING WITH 
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TITO HAS AN APOCRYPHAL RING). 

JORDEN 

CONFIDENTIAL 
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